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Insights & Analysis

¶ Political Climate: ñWrong trackò majority persists, but Democratsô edge narrows

¶ The country is marginally less bleak but still anchored in dissatisfaction : 43% right 
direction / 54% wrong track. 

¶The shift toward RD is carried by women <55 (+10 net RD), college-educated women 
(+9), and urban voters (+8), while the drag back toward WT comes from non-college 
men (-5), Independents (-7), and middle-class voters (-5).

¶ The generic ballot stays close at D 48 ïR 44, but the electorate is pulling in opposite 
directions: college-educated women move +11 net toward a generic GOP candidate, while 
non-college voters (-4 net), suburban men (-9), and Black voters (-10 net) swing toward 
Democrats. The movement with college-educated voters is a key positive marker for the 
GOP in a mid-term election. Looking at the generic without rounding the topline number, 
the Dems are down to a 3.4 lead from 3.9 in December.

¶ Inside the non-college bloc, weakness is concentrated among non-college men 55+ (-
16 net) and non-college suburban men (-15 net), plus non-college younger women (-8 
net) and non-college rural women (-14 net). 

¶College-educated voters have moved +10 to the GOP on net since December. 

¶ Trumpôs recent image improvementslid slightly , driven by losses among non-college 
men (-7 net fav), older men (-8), and non-white voters (-5). 

¶ Meanwhile, congressional brands converge : Republicans in Congress are steady at 
roughly 43 fav, 53 unfav (-10), while Democrats in Congress improved +10 net fav to about 
42 fav, 53 unfav (-11), erasing the long -time Dem deficit .

¶ Issue Ownership: GOP leads in trust among voters on ALL issues
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¶ On issue trust, Republicans hold their clearest advantages on law -and-order issues ï
illegal immigration/border security (+13) and crime/public safety (+13). 

¶However, since last tested, immigration trust for the GOP eroded among non-college 
voters (-15 net), older women (-14), and young men (-20), while swing voters move 
only -3 net. 

¶ On crime (and all of the issues tested), the diploma divide is the story : non-college 
voters shift +13 Dem net, while college-educated women shift +13 net GOP and 
college-educated men +5 net GOP.

¶ Trust on affordability remains competitive with a GOP advantage : economy/jobs R+3 
and cost of living R+1, with Democrats improving +3 on cost-of-living trust since last fall. 

¶Swing voters over-index +13 net toward trusting Republicans to cut waste, making 
accountability framing essential.

¶ Top Priority: Border & spending on the right; ñTrump hatredò on the left.

¶ The agenda conversation is being pulled by two different emotional realities at the 
same time. ñThreats to democracyò, aka ñTrump Derangement Syndromeò is now the
top national priority at 21% , continuing its postïoff-year climb and overtaking inflation
as the single strongest lens through which one side is viewing politics right now.

¶ At the same time, the ñeveryday lifeò agenda is re-shuffling: healthcare fell from 15% in 
January to 10%, while illegal immigration rose to 15%, pulling more oxygen back toward 
security, enforcement, and competence.

¶ Coalitions split cleanly by vote intention, which is why the election feels like two 
different countries . The same topline priorities look completely different once you sort by 
who people plan to vote for.
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¶Dem-on -generic voters are organized by ñthreats to democracyò (39%; +7) with 
inflation second (20%; -2) and healthcare at 15% after a -9 drop among the base.

¶GOP-on -generic voters lead with illegal immigration (30%; +4) and government 
spending (23%; -2) with inflation next (18%; +1). 

¶Swing voters stay affordability -and-economy-anchored ïinflation (26%; -1) and 
spending (15%; -2), but illegal immigration rose +4 since January. 

¶ GOP Policies Have Strong Majority Support

¶ 60% support penalizing employers who hire undocumented workers .

¶Men are 20 points more supportive than women and men 55+ over-index +30 net over 
topline. 

¶ Election integrity is a durable, intense majority: 70% support proof of citizenship via 
voter ID (52% strongly), with deeper support among wrong-track voters (+13 net) and 
swing voters (+54 net). 

¶ Welfare work requirements are mainstream until you hit the youngest voters: 65% 
support overall; voters 30+ support by +41 points, while under 30 are -15 net opposed . 

¶ Energy is the clean affordability contrast : 68% say domestic oil/gas/energy 
independence is important and voters are net opposed to paying $50/month more for 
renewables.

¶Voters who already trust Republicans on cost of living are 18+ points more likely 
to say energy independence is important .
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¶ Willingness to pay for a clean energy transition isnôt popular, especially among lower 
among younger/less educated/lower-income voters, i.e. Republican working -class and 
higher among older/college/wealthier voters, i.e. wealthy Democratic elites . 

¶ Fiscal federalism also tests well: 58% support tying federal funds to responsible state 
budgeting.

¶Support over-indexes +18 among voters prioritizing spending/waste or 
inflation/economy, and rises +30 among those who trust Republicans on cutting waste.

¶ MAHA, Health & Nutrition: A surprisingly strong crossover lane for Republicans

¶ The MAHA movement /health reform is bipartisan and growing ðand itôs an issue that 
goes beyond RFK, Jr. (-4 net unfavorable, -1 with swing voters). Voters broadly support 
ñchallenge the status quoò health policies at 77% (up from 74% in Oct). 

¶The coalition is wide : 88% support among Republicans, Independents +11 net 
since last fall, and 65% among Democrats (+15); growth is driven by 
college-educated voters (+18 net).

¶The contrast test is the headline : framing as GOP supports MAHA vs Dem opposes 
MAHA moves the ballot from D+3 to R+7 , a +10 net improvement over the generic ballot, 
powered by swing voters (+12 net), men under 55 (+15), Hispanics (+14), and 
Independents (+15). 

¶Voters want healthier standards without being priced out: 90% support; 60% accept a 
minimal price increase; 30% insist on no increase. 

¶The clearest nutrition tool is ñphase out high -risk additives ò(50%) with nothing else 
above 28%; MAHA-R swing voters over-index +6 on additives, while school meal standards 
over-index with parents (+7), Democrats (+8), and renters (+7).
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¶ AI, Tech & Local Development: AI / job anxiety and data center NIMBYism

¶ AI is viewed through job -loss fear : 62% say it eliminates more jobs than it creates; 9% 
say it creates more.

¶Black voters are 2x as likely as White/Hispanic voters to say it creates more. 

¶ Data centers are filtered through trust and privacy: top associations are enabling AI
(22%), storing data (20%), and surveilling Americans (17%). 

¶ñEnable AIò over-indexes with men <55 (+5), college-educated men (+5), and 
suburban+urban (+7 vs rural).

¶Surveillance association over-indexes +3 among young men, Democrats, and 
Independents.

¶ Data center siting brings some backlash: 46% oppose / 17% support a data center within 
10 miles; opposition intensity tracks association : -23 net for ñstoring data,ò -42 net for 
ñenabling AI,ò and -73 net for ñsurveillance.ò

¶ Media, Speech & Kids: Strong parent power, skepticism of gatekeepers

¶ Media distrust is dominant : 65% say media not accurate vs 29% accurate.

¶Among media-distrusters, GOP trust jumps across issues ïeconomy/jobs +24, cost of 
living +22, immigration +22, crime/public safety +25, cutting waste +21, foreign affairs 
+24 ïand they back a generic Republican by 20 points .

¶ On social media moderation, voters assume suppression : 52% say platforms 
suppress legitimate views vs 16% say accurately remove harmful content.

¶About half of Democratic men <55 in urban communities say platforms accurately 
identify harmful content. 
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¶ Parentsô rights online is a consensus position with a youth exception: 76% support 
parents blocking accounts under 16, but only 52% of under-30s support full parental 
autonomy (-27 vs older).

¶ Schools and institutions remain combustible: 68% donôt support teaching about gender 
identity before high school; aside from Democrats, only 7% are comfortable teaching about 
gender identity in elementary school.    

¶ Higher -ed accountability is a sleeper majority: 56 - 28 support holding colleges financially 
responsible; parents +7; 38% of men <55 strongly support (+10).



Top Priority

Which one of the following issues do you believe should be the top priority for Congress?



Trend: Top Priority



Trend: Top Priority (At Least 10%)



Percent Change: Top Priority (Jan '26 to Feb '26)



Vote Method

How do you plan to vote in the November general election for U.S. Congress and state offices?



Trend: Vote Method

Vote absentee by mail

Vote in-person on 
Election Day

Vote early in-person



Percent Change: Vote Method (Jan '26 to Feb '26)



Country Direction

Generally speaking, would you say things in the United States are headed in the right direction or off on the wrong track?



Trend: Country Direction
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Wrong track

Right direction



Percent Change: Country Direction (Jan '26 to Feb '26)



Generic Ballot

If the election was held today, and you had to make a choice, would you vote for the Republican or Democratic candidate for
U.S. Congress?



Trend: Generic Ballot
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Generic Ballot Movement

College (%Rep -%Dem)Overall (%Rep -%Dem) Females (%Rep -%Dem) Indies (%Rep -%Dem)



Percent Change: Generic Ballot (Jan '26 to Feb '26)



Generic Ballot by Key Voter Groups



Image Tests



Image Tests Heatmaps



Image: Donald Trump

Do you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of Donald Trump?



Trend: Donald Trump Image

Unfavorable

Favorable

No opinion
Never heard of



Percent Change: Donald Trump Image (Jan '26 to Feb '26)



Image: Tim Walz

Do you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of Tim Walz?


