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Insights & Analysis

The Political Environment

ς Democrats gained a point over the last month, now leading the generic ballot 50% to 44% 
(D+6), and undecideds dropped from 9% in May to 6% now.

ς A 32-point gender gap is the ballot's central divide. Women back Democrats by 21 
points while men favor Republicans by 11. Women over 55 have shifted 6 net points 
towards Dems since June, while men in the same age group shifted 5 net GOP. 

ς The GOP coalition had slight leakage with Trump GOP (-3 net) and Traditional GOP (-2) 
both shifting more Democratic and the center collapsing among truly middle-of-the-road 
Center Independents (-12).

ς Right-leaning Independents went further into their pre-decided partisan camp, dropping 
undecideds among the group by 13%.

ς Older men (+5), non-college men (+5), and voters earning less than $75k (+7) are 
keeping the topline afloat for the GOP.

ς The expectation gap of who will win Congress is now 2xthe ballot gap with voters expecting 
Democrats to win by +11 net, more than double June's spread (+5).

ς Only 40% of Republicans say their party definitely wins, and swing voters are assuming 
a Democratic Congress at +11 net.

ς Women over 55 (-10 net), rural voters (-19), suburban (-9), and voters earning $125k+ (-
20) are driving most of the shift in belief.
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ς Democratic turnout intensity leads by 12 points on extremely motivated, while swing voters sit 
at just 31% against 74% of decided voters; the persuadable middle is not reachable without 
serious turnout work.

ς Supporting Democratic ideals now leads opposing Trump as the primary motivation for voting 
by 26% to 21%. Voting to support Republican ideals fell 3 points to 20% and frustrated-with-
both-parties voters grew 2 points since April.

Congress Collapses While Trump Holds

ς Both congressional parties fell 4 points of favorability since last month, but Republicans in 
Congress recorded their worst image since the 2024 election ïmostly being driven by Trump 
Republicans (-15 net fav) and Traditional Democrats (-17 net fav).

ς Trump is the outlier. His net favorability essentially held flat, only shifting -1 since June, while 
everything around him sinks. Vance slipped -4 net, essentially tracking the congressional 
GOP favorability drop.

ς Mamdani is the only figure trending up, +3 net fav since November 2025. Heôs massively 
popular with younger voters under 30 (+17 net fav, 77% name ID), while seniors run the 
opposite direction (-14 net fav).

ς The shift towards Mamdani is mostly being driven by the same groups easing on their 
GOP support ïwomen over 55 (+7 net fav since May), rural voters (+6), suburban (+7), 
and higher income voters (+14 net fav).
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ς The Supreme Courtôs image sits at -11 net as it finishes up its 2026 term, and it largely 
breaks down along party lines ïwith Center (-32 net fav) and Left-leaning (-56 net fav) 
Independents breaking unfavorable.

ς Swing voters are notably mild at -2 with just 18% very unfavorable, the lowest across 
any major subgroup, proving Court hostility is a base emotion, not a persuasion lever.

Pocketbook Pain, the Housing Standoff, and Election Integrity

ς Inflation leads votersô priorities at 22% but is down 4 from May as more niche partisan issues 
like healthcare, climate, and immigration each rose 2.

ς Gas price major strain jumped from 28% to 32% and combined major + moderate strain rose 
8 points month-over-month.

ς The burden is landing on Republican ground with men overall (+9), rural voters (+7) and 
small-town voters (+9) more likely to report major strain at the gas pumps than they 
were last month.

ς Trump ô24 voters were 9 points more likely to feel major strain, while Harris ô24 voters (-
1) admitted slight relief.

ς The bipartisan housing bill is a supermajority winner at +74 net support (83% overall); no 
party, gender, age, education, income, or community subgroup falls below 70% support.

ς Proof of citizenship is a rare unifying issue with an intensity monopoly. 53% strongly support 
requiring proof to register as a voter, meaning strong support alone outnumbers all opposition 
combined, 53% to 29%.
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ς Hispanic voters support it by +31 net and Black voters by +12; 41% of Harris voters 
back it, and traditional Democrats support it outright at +17 net. Swing voters run above 
the topline at +56 net support.

ς The SAVE Act converts the principle into legislation and holds 57% majority support, 
unchanged from March despite four months of media controversy, including the housing 
standoff. The policy is separable from the politics around it.

ς Hispanic voters support the documented version by +9 net, passports and birth 
certificates included; strongly-traditional Democrats split dead even while the bill unifies 
Republicans at +84 net.

ς Among proof-of-citizenship supporters, 79% carry through to the documented bill, 
meaning the 11-point principle-to-bill gap is mostly Democratic partisans re-sorting on a 
Trump-branded bill, not the middle recoiling from the paperwork (+61 net support among 
swing voters).

ς Voters prioritize the housing bill over the SAVE Act by a 13-point-margin (41 ï28), with an 
additional 21% saying theyôre both equally important. 

ς Swing voters pick housing by +9 net with 29% insisting both matter (+8 over topline), 
and just 55% of Trump's own 2024 voters want SAVE-first. 

ς Counting mail ballots postmarked by Election Day wins by +13 net. Republicans want 
received-by at +44 net while Democrats want postmarked counted at +63, and swing voters 
side with postmarked ballots counting by 9 points.
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Crime, Courts, and Surveillance

ς Automatic license plate readers (ALPRs) draw support from a 56% bipartisan majority (61% 
GOP, 56% Dem). Every community type lands above 50%, seniors support by 49 points, 
women by +26 net, and swing voters add a +10 net majority of their own.

ς The soft spot is under-45 voters at -7 net, where strong opposition more than doubles 
strong support.

ς 83% of voters endorse at least one appropriate ALPR use, and 57% endorse three or more: 
Amber Alerts (69%), stolen vehicles (61%), and solving crimes (61%) are consensus, and 
64% of ALPR opponents still endorse at least one use.

ς Immigration enforcement is the outlier application at 29% overall and splits sharply by 
party (55% GOP, 7% Dem).

ς Voters support ending TPS for security-risk countries by a 6-point margin. The issue unifies 
the Republican coalition while fracturing Democrats. 

ς Trump and traditional-conservative Republicans are indistinguishable at 84% and 81% 
support, while progressive Democrats oppose at -71 net against -36 among traditional 
Democrats.

ς Views fuse with the Court itself. Voters who view the Supreme Court favorably support 
the ruling at +52 net while Court critics oppose at -34.
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Americaôs Changing Relationship with Alcohol

ς Voters are retreating from alcohol with a sharp skew towards drinking less. 38% say they are 
drinking less than a year ago versus 8% more.

ς Every age cohort is net drinking less, including the one that historically would not be: 18-
29 is in its first stage of legal drinking yet sits at net -12, and the decline doubles to -25 
among mid-career voters (age 30 ï54).

ς Gender shapes the abstention floor, 20% of women never drank versus 14% of men.

ς Among actual drinkers, 80% of the electorate, nearly half (48%) name at least one thing that 
would make them buy more, led by price (25%), healthier options (16%), and new flavors 
(13%).

ς For drinkers who increased consumption this year, 72% name at least one driver, price 
at 45%, new flavors at 30%, healthier options at 23%, and light options at 22%.

ς The most persuadable customer in the data is the 18-29 drinker. Only 21% say nothing 
works, against 35% moved by price, 28% by healthier options, 26% by flavors, 21% by 
light, and 20% by non-alcoholic versions, responsive on all five levers.

ς Healthier options double among under-55 drinkers (22% versus 11% of 55+), non-
alcoholic versions run 15% with female drinkers versus 7% of men, and price sensitivity 
peaks with middle-income ($50-100k) and young drinkers.
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Energy: The Hidden Optimism Issue

ς 70% believe America has enough energy, split between confident abundance (39%) and 
conditional abundance (31%). Scarcity thinking is fringe at 23%. 

ς Confidence is gendered, 47% of men pick unconditional abundance ï14 points higher 
than women who lean more conditional. 

ς Notably, both Right-leaning Independents (+7) and Left-leaning Independents (+14), 
who couldnôt be more opposite on the rest of the survey, both lean towards confident 
abundance of energy while Center Independents are 26 points more likely to pick 
conditional over confident abundance.

ς 80% say rising energy costs are at least partly within our control, with 64% saying fully fixable 
through better choices. 

ς Fatalism is concentrated among 28% of under-30s and 24% of under-$50k voters who 
call costs beyond control, versus 10-11% of seniors and $100k+ households.

ς On grid priorities, clean energy leads at 44%, which is +11 points over any other option listed.  
69% of Democrats select clean/renewable energy against 21% Republican, while GOP voters 
pick cyberattack protection (42%) and new plants (34%). Roughly two-thirds of voters picked 
at least one reliability item (burying lines, emergency backups, smart-grid) and two-thirds at 
least one supply item (clean energy, new power plants, batteries, expanded transmission).

ς The largest divide is not party, it is gender on new power plants: 37% of men versus 
12% of women, edging out the partisan split. 
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ς Consensus planks are smart-grid upgrades (30%) and hospital backup power (27%) 
with no partisan spread. More technical options like battery storage (12%) and 
transmission (10%) have the least backing.

The National Mood: Pessimism Without Exit

ς The electorate is downcast on America's future but not checked out. Overall, voters are net -5 
pessimistic, 41% say they countryôs best days are behind, 58% are worried on an emotional 
level about the future. 

ς Mood tracks which party is in power with voters bolting to their partisan corners; 
Republicans run 68% optimistic while Democrats run 66% pessimistic.

ς ñWorriedò dominates the emotional battery at 16 points ahead of ñhopefulò. 

ς Fear is an emotion being felt more by young and female voters, with 49% of under-30s 
and 37% of women reporting ñscaredò, versus 25% of seniors and 23% of men. 

ς Swing voters match the topline on ñworryò (57%) but undershoot on ñangerò (-5), 
ñsadnessò (-2), and being ñscaredò(-3).

ς The ten-year outlook splits three ways, 35% stronger economy by 2036, 33% weaker, 25% 
unsure. Just 8% believe the economy will look like it does today.

ς 28% of men under 30 expect a strong economy with bad governance, triple the topline 
number.
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Who Steers the Country

ς Voters blame politicians for the direction of the country ïnot values, the economy, or external 
forces. 46% say elected politicians are most responsible, more than double the next highest 
option of values and culture (22%). Accountability politics is still fully viable.

ς Just 3% blame forces outside our control, and no subgroup rises over 5%. After a year 
of tariff fights and foreign crises, voters still assign authorship of the countryôs direction 
to Americans. 

ς Republicans at 35% values and culture (+2 over politicians) are on an island as the only 
major demographic, cultural, or geographic group who believe values or culture matter 
more than the people we elect.

ς Personal civic impact centers on voting at 68%, but the shock is protest at 30%. Three in ten 
likely voters rank street activism among the greatest impacts they can have in their own life 
on the country's direction, tied with volunteering and one point off church.

ς Protest is a majority position among under-30s (50%) and liberals (59%) against 9% of 
conservatives, while 66% of strongly Progressive Democrats pick it, more than the 50% 
of Republicans who pick church.

ς It complements voting rather than replacing it, protest-pickers select voting 19 points 
above everyone else (81% to 62%), and they are the angriest voters at 51% reporting 
angry; the truly alienated pick protest at just 27%, having stopped believing in any lever.
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ς Every private-life civic act skews Republican and every collective one skews 
Democratic, with voting the lone exception. Republicans lead on work as civic impact 
(47% to 29%), family (47% to 27%), faith (50% to 15%), military and public service (29% 
to 12%), and starting a business (16% to 9%). Democrats lead on voting, protest, 
volunteering, and local organizations.

ς 43% of voters say the rules are tilted but participation still matters, while 20% say voting feels 
almost pointless, concentrating where persuasion happens: 27% of swing voters and 23% 
under 55.

ς Institutional distrust is the connective tissue: 31% say donors and lobbyists own their 
member of Congress, only 21% believe their member listens to people like them, and 
income flips the diagnosis, with $100k+ voters seeing capture (38% donors) while 
under-$50k voters see absence (18% no-one).

ς Speaking up about their real beliefs feels more dangerous than staying quiet by +6 net (48% 
to 42%); the ideological inversion, conservatives fearing speech and liberals fearing silence, 
is really geography for liberals, who fear speaking in rural areas and silence in cities.

ς Under-30s are the only age cohort where staying quiet leads (+8 net) and Black voters 
the only racial group (+9); voters who call voting pointless fear speaking up by 25 points, 
so electoral fatalism and expression fear are one syndrome.



Top Priority

Which one of the following issues do you believe should be the top priority for U.S. Congress?

Inflation and
the economy

Threats to
democracy

Illegal
immigration
and border
security

Government
spending and
waste

HealthcareSocial
Security and
Medicare

Climate
change

Crime and
public safety

National
security

Gun controlAbortionUnsure

22.2%

16.3%

14.0%
12.3%

10.5%

8.1%

4.2% 3.6% 3.4% 2.9%
1.3% 1.1%



Trend: Top Priority



Trend: Top Priority (At Least 10%)



Percent Change: Top Priority (Jun '26 to Jul '26)



Vote Method

How do you plan to vote in the November 3rd general election for U.S. Senate and U.S. Congress?

Vote in-person on
Election Day

Vote absentee by
mail

Vote early in-
person

35.0%

14.0%

16.9%

6.2%

14.0%

13.9%

49.0%

23.1%

27.9%



Trend: Vote Method

Vote absentee by mail

Vote in-person on 
Election Day

Vote early in-person



Percent Change: Vote Method (Jun '26 to Jul '26)



Country Direction

Generally speaking, would you say things in the United States are headed in the right direction or off on the wrong track?

Right directionWrong trackUnsure

13.0%

23.4%
44.6%

15.8%

36.3%

60.4%

3.3%



Trend: Country Direction

Unsure

Wrong track

Right direction



Percent Change: Country Direction

(Jun '26 to Jul '26)



Generic Ballot

If the election was held today, and you had to make a choice, would you vote for the Republican or Democratic candidate for U .S. Congress?

Republican
candidate

Democratic
candidate

Unsure

34.6%

9.1%

41.6%

8.3%

6.4%

43.8%

49.9%

6.4%



Trend: Generic Ballot

Unsure

Republican candidate

Democratic candidate



Generic Ballot Movement

College (%Rep -%Dem)Overall (%Rep -%Dem) Females (%Rep -%Dem) Indies (%Rep -%Dem)



Percent Change: Generic Ballot

(Jun '26 to Jul '26)



Generic Ballot by Key Voter Groups



Expected Congressional Winner

Regardless of how you plan to vote, who do you expect to win the election for U.S. Congress in November ï the Republicans or the Democrats?

RepublicansDemocrats Unsure

17.6%

19.8%

22.3%

25.7%

14.6%

37.4%

48.0%

14.6%



Percent Change: Generic Ballot to Expected 

Congressional Winner



Trend: Expected Congressional Winner

Unsure

Republicans

Democrats



Percent Change: Expected Congressional Winner

(Jun '26 to Jul '26)



Congressional Vote Driver

Thinking about your vote for U.S. Congress, which of the following most closely matches the reason you are voting for either the Democrat or the 
Republican?


